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The Role of Latinas in American Politics

Fall 2009 GOVT 485-005 
Thursdays 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Location:  Ward 105
Instructor:  Linda Mancillas Patterson (linda.patterson@american.edu)
Office Hours:  Thursdays 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm;  8:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 



    By appointment.  

Purpose:  This class will examine the cross-cutting cleavages of race, class, ethnicity and gender in the political struggles of the U.S. Latina population.  We will investigate the role of the Latina public officials, activists and the electorate in shaping state and national politics.  This will entail a review of American political history, exploring social movements, and introducing Latina feminist thought.  We will discuss public policy issues that concern Latinas and explore the successes and failures of Latina empowerment strategies and their electoral impact.  In addition to examining these areas, we will study Latina/o political participation, voting behavior, the role of political parties, interest groups and the media.
A major goal of this seminar will be to encourage each of you to think critically, to speak articulately, and to develop writing skills that will help you clearly express problems and solutions for policy dilemmas facing the Latina/o community.
Course Objectives and Goals: 

(1) To introduce the complexity of the Latina/o population and divergent political 
agendas.
(2)  To develop an understanding of the historical and cultural origins of how 
Latina/o social and political movements have emerged and changed.
(3)  To evaluate the role of movements and activists in policy reform and social 
change and to examine the agency and contributions of Latinas to the 
process of these changes.
(4)  To examine the impact of the Latina/o vote on contemporary politics.
(5)  To explore contemporary policy issues affecting the Latina/o population.

Required Texts

A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America (1993) by Ronald Takaki. ISBN: 0-316-83111-5.
Latino Social Movements: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives (1999) by (Eds.) Rodolfo Torres and George Katsiaficas. ISBN: 0-415-92299-2.

Politicas: Latina Public Officials in Texas (2008) by Sonia R. Garcia et al.
ISBN: 978-0-292-71788-6.
Articles and other readings are posted on Blackboard under Course Documents.
Note: It is essential to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 
Class will be much more fun and make more sense if you are prepared.
Blackboard:  Check Blackboard for this class on a daily basis.  All important notices will be posted there--this is a must. 

Course Requirements:

Readings:  You should be able to give quality answers to questions asked in class.  Additional readings may be posted on Blackboard.  You are expected to read those articles and do online assignments before you come to class.  

Assignments: All assignments must be handed in as indicated on the syllabus.  No late submissions will be accepted.  If you are planning on missing a class session when an assignment is due, please make other arrangements to get your work in before class. Unless otherwise indicated, assignments must be handed in by 5 p.m. on the due date.  Most of the time, I will ask you to email your assignments.  However, you may be instructed to leave your assignment at the front desk of Department of Government, Ward 230/233.  Your assignment will be logged in and time stamped.    

Laptops:  We will be using laptops for research in class, please bring your laptop to each class.  If you do not have access to a laptop, you can borrow one from the Center for Teaching Excellence (202-885-3904).  Please do this before class and remember class time is not for IMing, emailing, solitaire or surfing the web.  If you are observed doing any of the above in class, you will be asked to leave and will not receive credit for that class .
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Class Attendance: Class attendance is required. After the third absence, you must bring a doctor’s excuse. However, if you are sick, do not come to class!
Late Policy: Class will start promptly at 5:35 pm. 

Cell Phones: Turn them off during class.
Eating and Drinking: No loud food items.  If you bring food or drink, do not leave trash behind.
Grading:

Revised Latina Paper


15%


Legislative/Activism Assignment              15%
                     

Hispanic Interest Group Assignment        15%
Public Opinion/Media Assignment            15%                                       

Participation                                              10%                                            

Presentation & Final Paper                       30% (Video/Podcast) See me                                     

Total Grade                                             100%

Extra Credit:  Event Paper, this must be approved by me.   

Final grades will be determined based on the following scale:


93+ 
A
78-79
C+


90-92
A-
72-77
C


88-89
B+
70-71
C-


82-87
B
60-69
D


80-81
B-
00-59
F

You must have a C or better if you are taking this course pass/fail.

Grade Appeals:  If you believe that I have made an error in evaluating any of your papers, I will be happy to reread your work.  HOWEVER, I try to give everyone the benefit of the doubt.  Therefore, I reserve the right to reread your entire paper.  Since I will no longer have the rest of the papers to put yours in context, I may find I was overly generous the first time.  Warning--this has happened.

Honor Code: See Blackboard:  External Links 
Disabilities, Academic and Personal Support Services:  See External Links
Emergency Preparedness:  See Blackboard
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Tentative Course Outline (Subject to Change)
	08/27/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Introduction:  Syllabus Review:  “Going Green & Emergency Preparedness,”

Course Overview
Topic:  Who and What Are We:  Demographic and Cultural Characteristics of the

 Latina/o Population and America’s Response.  
Readings:

Takaki, Ronald.  1993. A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America. 
“A Different Mirror.”  Pp. 1-17.   





“Foreigners in Their Native Land:  Manifest Destin.”  Pp 166-190.
“Huntington’s Theory of Hispanization.”  Pp 22-23.  In O’Connor & Sabato. 2009.
   
(Blackboard Course Documents)

Who is a Hispanic? http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=111  (5/09)

Optional:  “Hate Groups” (Blackboard Course Documents)
















      Aparicio, F.  “On Multiculturalism and Privilege:  A Latina Perspective.” 
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	09/03/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


First:  Wise Latina Women, INC EXERCISE 
Assignment 1:  “Your Latina” Paper (Draft due September 10, Revision due 
September 17).
Topic:  Historical origins of Latina/o social and political movements and the role 
of movements and activists in policy reform and social/political change.










    
Readings: 




                                                    

Takaki, Ronald.  “El Norte:  The Borderland of Chicano America.”  Pp. 311-334.  
In A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America.  
 

Cordova, Teresa.  “Anti-Colonial Chicana Feminism.”  Pp.11-41.  In Latino Social

Movements: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives, (Eds.) Rodolfo

Torres and George Katsiaficas.
Optional:  Martinez, E. “In Pursuit of Latina Liberation.” (Course Documents)



       







Prindeville, Diane-Michele.  “Feminist Nations? A Study of Native


American Women in Southwestern Tribal Politics.”  (Course Documents)
Guest Speaker:  Carmen Delgado Votaw, Civil Rights Activists

(See: http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/educ/exhibits/womenshall/html/votaw.html
Maryland’s Women’s Hall of Fame and Course Information).
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	09/10/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM
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Topic:  Hispanic Women

  





     
How are Chicanas/Latinas reduced to stereotypes that reinforce hierarchies of race and gender?   Does culture perpetuate the “otherness” of Chicanas/Latinas?  What has the role of traditional religious beliefs played in Latina liberation or subordination?  What role does sexuality play in the representation of the Chicana/Latina subject in the media?  In what ways do Chicanas/Latinas resist/challenge negative images? 







                           


What is a Latina?  Linda Chavez vs Nydia Velazquez 
Readings:  


Roth, Benita.  “The Emergence and Development of Racial/Ethnic Feminism in 
the 1960s and 1970s. Pp. 1-23.  (Course Documents)

“Latina Religious Practice: Analyzing Cultural Dimensions in Measures of 
Religiosity.” (Course Documents ).

“Changing Faiths: Latinos and the Transformation of American Religion.”   
http://pewforum.org/surveys/hispanic/
Optional:  England, Garcia-Beaulieu & Ross.  “Women’s Employment among 
Blacks, Whites and Three Groups of Latinas: Do More Privileged Women 
Have Higher Employment?”  (Course Documents)


Rodriguez, J.  “Toward an Understanding of Spirituality in U.S. Latina 
Leadership.”  
“Your Latina” Hard Copy of paper Draft Due at the beginning of class.
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	09/17/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Today’s Latinas  
Readings:  
“PEW Hispanic Women in the U.S. 2007.” (Course Document) 
“U.S. Latinas by the Numbers” Center for American Progress 
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2008/latinas_numbers.html
Potential Guest Speaker:  PEW Hispanic Center or Center for Am. Progress

“Your Latina” Paper Revision Due at the beginning of class.
. 

	09/24/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latina Health Issues

Readings: 

Hispanics and Health Care in the United States: Access, Information and Knowledge:  http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=91
Potential Guest Speaker:  Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas, National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health (http://www.latinainstitute.org/about/staff.html)
	10/01/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latinas and the Mass Media

Rosario Dawson on:  Voto Latino  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iSezi09Liw&feature=channel
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Voto Latino on Hardball MSNBC:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iSezi09Liw
Voto Latino's Public Service Announcement http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfmLHv7sG64&feature=channel
Readings:  
“Name Is Not María: Young Latinas Seeking Home in the Heartland” 

“Hispanism in Ms. Magazine” (Course Documents)
Guest Speaker: Antonieta Cadiz, Washington DC Correspondent, La Opinion

	10/08/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latina Politics

Assignment 2:  Latina Legislative/Activist Profile, Due Oct 9.  Must be 
emailed to me (linda.patterson@american.edu) by 5 pm.

Readings:

“Latina/o Identities: Social Diversity and U. S. Politics”                                       
Gimenez, Martha.  “Latino Politics—Class Struggles.”  Pp. 165-179.



In Latino Social Movements. Ed. Torres and Katsiaficas.
“Latina Politics: Gender, Participation, and Leadership” (Course Documents)

“Congressional Enactments of Race-Gender:  Toward a Theory of Raced-
Gendered Institutions” (Course Documents).

Potential Guest Speaker:  TBA

	10/15/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latina Motivation and Participation

Readings:  

Roth, Benita.  “We Called Ourselves ‘Feministas.’” Pp. 129-145.   

Garcia et al, Pp. 1-33.  Politicas ( A Resource Book).
“Motivational and Attitudinal Factors amongst Latinas in U.S. Electoral Politics.” 
Potential Guest Speaker:  Center for Equal Opportunity (Linda Chevez) or  National Hispana Leadership Institute (Cristina López) www.nhli.org.   
Assignment 3:  Latina’s Interest Group Assignment, Due Oct 23. Must be emailed to me (linda.patterson@american.edu) by 5 pm.
	10/22/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latinas and the Judiciary
Readings:  

“Latino & Latina Critical Theory”: An Annotated Bibliography (Course Documents)
“Review: In the Criminal Injustice System.”  (Course Documents)
PEW Incarceration Report (Course Documents)
“A Rising Share: Hispanics and Federal Crime” 
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=104
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“Hispanics and the Criminal Justice System:  Low Confidence, High Exposure”
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=106
Potential Guest Speaker:   Judge Vanessa Ruiz, Associate Judge District of
Columbia Court of Appeals (Field Trip?) 
	10/29/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Hispanic Public Opinion and Polling 

Assignment 4:  Public Opinion Assignment, Due Nov 13.  Must be emailed 
to me (linda.patterson@american.edu) by 5 pm.

Readings:  
“Changing U.S. Electorate” (Course Documents)
“Future of the GOP” (Course Documents)

2008 National Survey of Latinos: Hispanic Voter Attitudes
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=90
Hispanics and the New Administration 1/15/09
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=101
Optional:  Prindeville, Diane-Michele.  “A Comparative Study of Native American and Hispanic Women in Grassroots and Electoral Politics.” (Course Documents) 
Potential Guest Speaker:  Mark Lopez, PEW 
	11/05/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Latina Leadership 

Readings:  
Prindeville, Diane-Michele. “Identity and the Politics of American Indian and

Hispanic Women Leaders.”
Latina Style Magazine

http://www.latinastyle.com/video2.html
Optional:    Prindeville, Diane-Michele.  “I’ve Seen Changes:  The Political 
Efficacy of American Indian and Hispanic Women Leaders.”  Women & 
Politics, 25 (1/2) 2003.  
Potential Guest Speaker:  Mari Carmen Aponte, Esq. 
	
11/12/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Topic:  Immigration
Readings:  

Main Page

http://pewhispanic.org/topics/?TopicID=16 

Mexican Immigrants: How Many Come? How Many Leave?
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=112
A Portrait of Unauthorized Immigrants in the United States

http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=107
Potential Guest Speaker:  Melissa Lazarín, American Center for Progress

	11/19/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


Class Presentations of Final Paper Findings (Or Video/Pod Cast)



You will have approximately 10 minutes to make your case.
	12/03/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM
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 Course Evaluations, Remaining Presentations and Final discussion 

 Vamonos! 
	12/10/09
	Thursday
	05:30PM
	08:00PM


No Class:  Final Paper:  Must be emailed to me by 5 pm  linda.patterson@american.edu 
